OT ABTOPA

00po noxanoBaTh B «JlereHabl IlepBoii UMOepun», MO HOBBII

(bonTe3uitHbIii nuKia. Eciu BaM He TOBOAMIIOCH YUTATh MOUX
MPEABIAYIIMX KHUT, TO OOSITHCS HE HAZO. DTO COBEPIIEHHO HOBBIN
LUK, IO3TOMY BaM He MOTPeOYIOTCS 3HAHUI HU O «XpOoHUKax Puii-
pumn», H1 06 «OTKpoBeHusx Puiipum» mjig TOro, 4ToObl HaCIaaUuThCs
9TOl UcTopueil. Takke YTeHHWEe 3TOM KHUTY HE MOMEIIaeT BaM MOy~
YUTh YIOBOJBCTBUE OT APYTUX ABYX IIUKJIOB, MOTOMY UYTO «JlereHabl»
SBJISIOTCS LIUKJIOM CaMOCTOSTEIbHBIM, OTAECABHBIM BXOIOM B MUP
DaH.

Jutst Tex ke, KTO MpoYmnTaj LHUKJIIBI IIpo Puiipuio, 3amedy, 4To meii-
CTBYE€ JAHHOTO IMKJIa IPOUCXOIUT 3a TPU THICSIYM JIET 4O OCHOBHBIX CO-
ObITuii. Bbl HaBepHsIKa yOeKAeHBI, YTO 3HAETE BCE O TOM, KaK chopMu-
poBajnach [1epBast ummepusi, U 1Mo KpaitHei Mepe nMeeTe oOIIKe Ipea-
craBieHUs O coObITMSIX. OMHAKO, MPOYMTAaB MOM HOBBIM LIMKJ, BHI
MOMMETE, YTO MHOTOE HE BCET/Ia SIBJISIETCS TeM, yeM KaxeTcst. OnicaHust
coObITHl B Puiipun He BnosHe ToYHBL. He crouT 3a0bIBaTh, YTO UCTO-
puto nucaiau nodeaurenu! B 3ToM LUKIIE ST CMOT BOCCTAHOBUTH UCTUH-
HOE TT0JIOKEeHHUE Belllei, M BBl y3HaeTe, Kakue MU(bI ObUIM ITpaBIUBbI-
MU, a KaKie — HeT.

Hns Tex, KTo He 3HAKOM ¢ MOMM TBOPYECKHUM ITPOLIECCOM, 3aMeuy,
YTO $ MUIIY Caru He BIIOJHE OOBIYHBIM criocoOoM. f 3akaHYMBaIO BCE
MIPOU3BEICHUE ellie 10 MyOIMKalMU MepBOi YacTU, U JaHHBIN LIUKJI He
apnsieTcs uckmodeHueM. [Togemy ato Baxkao? [IprmunH HecKombKo. Bo-
MEPBBIX, 3TO MO3BOJISIET MHE BIUIETATh CIOXKETHbIE JUHUU BO BCE MOBE-
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CTBOBaHMe. MeJIKHe JeTajin, KOTOopble CHadaja KaXyTcsl HE3HAYNTE b~
HBIMU, B IIpoliecce MePEeYNTHIBAHNS BEITUBAIOTCS B HEUTO JOBOJIBHO MH-
TepecHoe. DTO MmoaydyaeTcs 61aromapsi TOMy, YTO I UMEIO BO3MOXKHOCTD
paboTaThb CO BCeM IUKIIOM Cpasy.

Bo-BTOphIX, TaKoi CIIOCOO TBOpPUYECTBA TapaHTUPYET MHE (M MOUM
YUTaTENsIM), YTO KHUTU TIPUAYT K MAeaIbHOMY 3aBepllIeHUIO. JIOBOJBHO
YacTo B IMKJIAX CIOXKETHBIEC IMHUM Pa30openaloTcs BO BCE CTOPOHBI, M IS
aBTOpa CTAHOBUTCS 3aTPYIHUTEIBHBIM IIPUBECTU MX K pa3Bsa3Ke Oiaro-
Jlapst BCeMY, UTO ObLIO CKa3aHO WIM CAeJIaHO paHee. MHe oueHb IpUusT-
HBI TTOXBaJIbI B afgpec 3aBepiueHus «OTKpoBeHuit Puiipun». DT1o momay-
YJIOCH IO OOJIBIIIEH YacTH O1arogaps BO3MOXKXHOCTH BHOCUTB ITOTIPaB-
KM, J100aBJIsITh MEpCOHaXel JIMOO IMOATroTaBIMBaTh IMOYBY B paHHUX
KHUTAax, KOraa B Ipollecce HaImMcCaHWs 0oJjiee TTO3MHUX KHUT MHE B TO-
JIOBY ITpUXOMIIa yaayHast uaest. K Tomy ke s1 Mory He 00SITbCS, YTO MEHSI
COOBET aBTOOYC MJIM MOCTUTHET MHOM MevyaabHbIA KOHELl, OCTaBUB Bac
ragaTh, YeM 3aKOHUMJIACh ObI MOSI UCTOPHSI.

B-Tpetprx, HammmcaHue BceX KHUT 3apaHee OCBOOOXKIAET MEHS OT
OrpaHUYEHMI, HaJlaraeMbIX KOHTpaKTaMU C U3IaTesieM U IIPOYrX Mog00-
HBIX 3aTpynHeHui. [1o mpaBae roBops, JaHHBIN UK OBLT 3aAyMaH Kak
tprnorust. Ho mo Mepe pa3BUTHS CIOXKeTa OH BEIPOC B YETBHIPE, a TTIOTOM
U B 11T KHUT. Eciu OBl S TToAIKcan KOHTPaKT 10 OKOHYAHUM TIEPBOil
KHUTHA, MHE TIPUIIIOCH OBl MMPWHUMATh HEIPOCTHIC PEIIeHUSI, YTOOBI
BTHCHYTh IIOBECTBOBAaHME B paMKU 3aKJII0YeHHOU caenku. Ilpu oTcyt-
CTBUM KaKUX-JTUOO OrpaHUYEHUI MHE YIaJoCh paccKaszaTb UCTOPUIO
HanOoJiee BEIUTPHIIIHBIM JIJTS CIOKETa 00pa3oM.

B-4eTBepTHIX, HATTMCAHUE IIAKJIA LIETUKOM CITacaeT MEHS OT LIEUT-
HoTa. [Ipu3Haloch, 51 TepIeTb He MOT'Y TBOPUTH 110 yacaM. My3a He Bcer-
I1a STBJISIETCS TI0 TIEPBOMY TPEOOBAHMIO, 1 MHE HE OYeHb ITPUSTHO ITHCATh
KHUTU B IPUCYTCTBUM OOMOBI C YaCOBBIM MeXaHU3MOM. be3 Kakux-11bo
OrpaHUYEHUI MHE YIaeTCs MKUCcaTh HAWIYYIIUM 00pa3oM, IOTOMY YTO
KHUTA 3aKaHYMBAETCS JIMIIb TOTAA, KOTJIa BCE TOTOBO, a HE KOTIa BpeMsI
Ha Hee KOHYaeTCs.

W, HakoHell, YTO He MEHee BaKHO, BBl FapaHTUPOBAHHO MOJIydaeTe
BCE KHUTH LIMKJIa B cpoK. CIMIITKOM YaCcTO YNTATEIISIM IIPUXOIUTCS C He-
TepIIeHUEeM TafaTh, KOTAa Ke MOSIBUTCS CIIeAyIolas KHUTa U OyaeT au
OHa BoobO11le. HanucaHue LKA LeJIMKOM U30aBIIsieT OT IMTOJO0HBIX Tpe-
Bor. Pa3zymeeTcst, Korma M KaKyio KHUTY BBIITYCTUTD, pellIacT U3AaTeIb-
CTBO, OJHAKO MOsI paboTa Ha 3TOM 3aBeplIaeTCs, U S MOTY IepeTn K
CJIeaYyIoLIEeMY ITPOEKTY.
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Hamocnenok xoTesroch ObI J0OaBUTH BOT ellle UTO. Sl He peKOMEeH-
IoBan OBl MTOAOOHBIN MOAXON HAaYMHAIOIIMM aBTOpaM. EcTh MHOTO
MPUYKH, 10 KOTOPBIM OOJILIIMHCTBO LIMKJIOB TaK HE MUILYTCS, W JJIsI
IPYTUX MO METOI MOXET BRUTUTBLCS B TOJIBI HATIPACHO ITOTPAYEHHOTO
BpPEMEHM.

Yro X, WIS IPpeAUCIOBUSI 3TOTO OoJiee YeM JOCTaTOUHO. S mpocTo
XOTEJI TO3BOJIUTH BaM 3aTJISTHYTh B MOIO TBOPYECKYIO MAaCTEPCKYIO, YTO-
OBl BBI 3HAJI, YETO OXUIATh. A Tellepb IlepeBepHUTE CTPAaHUIy 1 — Ha-
BCTpeuy MPUKIIOYEHUSIM!
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I'oasa 1
O BOIAX H 11I04AaAXx

«B TeMHy10 TTOpY TNepen BOiHOM oK 3BasuCh pxyHaMu. OOUTanu Mbl
Torna B PxyHmanne unu PxyianHe, Kak ero paHblile Ha3blBajau. MBI To-
JIONAIU U XWJIK B cTpaxe. bosblile Bcero Mbl 60sUIMCh GOTOB T10 Ty CTO-
poHy peku bepH, mepexoauThb 3a KOTOPYIO HaM ObLJI0 3arpelieHo. MHo-
rve CUMTaloT, YTo 60phOy ¢ ppasiMu oTKphIBaeT I'paHAdOpaCcKas OUT-
Ba, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie BCe Ha4yajJoCh PAaHHWM BECEHHUM ITHEM, KOTraa
PEKy Mepecekin 1BOe OXOTHUKOB».

«Knuea bpun»

nepsa PaiiT xoTen ynacTh Ha KOJIEHH M MOJIMThCA. B mocnennue

MUHYTHI JIIOASIM CBOMCTBEHHO [eJIaTh 3TO, a TaKXKe M3phIraTh
MIPOKJISITUS, TIJIaKaTh, KpU4aTh... OMHAKO B JAHHOM CJTydyae MOJIUTBA BPSIL
JIM TIoMorJIa Obl: B ABaAlaTH (PyTax OT HETO CTOSII pa3bspeHHBINA OOT.
TeprnumocThio 60T HUKOTIA HE CIABUJIMCH, @ YK 3TOT TOTOB OBLI ITPU-
IMMUONTH UX HA MECTe.

Hwu PaiiT, HU ero oTell He ClbIIanau, Kak 00T mosiBujIcs. Boabl -
BaIOIIMXCSI HEMOMAJIeKy peK IIyMEIU TaK, YTO 3arIylIuid Obl IpUOIn-
KeHue 1enoil apmun. [Moxanyit, Paiit npeamnoyesn 661 apMUIO. ..

Bbor B custionux ofexaax Boccenaa Ha KOHE, psiIOM CTOSTUA IBOE Tie-
mux ciayr. OObIYHBIE JTIOAU, HO OJETHI KaK X03s1H. Bce Tpoe Momuanu.

— D! — okmkHyn PaiiT oToa.

XepKuMep CTOsUT Ha KOJICHSIX BO3JIe OJICHS, BCIIapbIBasi eMy Op10Xo.
Ilepen aTuM PaiiT momait B XMBOTHOE KOIIbEM, I OHU C OTLIOM IIpece-
JIOBaJIK €ro BCe YTPO. XePKUMEPY IIPUIILIOCH CKUHYTh IIEPCTSIHYIO JIM-
MOpY 1 py0axy, UTOObI HE 3alayKaThCsl KPOBBIO MPU pa3eiKe.

— Yero tedbe? — OH MTOAHSI TOJIOBY.

PaiiT kuBHYN B CTOpOHY 4yXakoB. CTapuK BBITapallllI I71a3a U 10~
Genen.

«Tak 1 3HaJI, YTO 3aKOHYUTCS BCE TLTOXO», — TTogyMait PaiT.

Oten moyeMy-To OBUT YBEPEH, YTO IlepelpaBa Ha 3alpeTHBI Oeper
pelImT Bce UX MpodemMbl. OH CTOJIBKO pa3 3TO MOBTOPSLI, UTO P3iT yco-
MHWICS B €T0 mpaBoTe. Ternepsp Ke CTapuK CIOBHO 3a0bUT, KaK AbIIIATb...

XepKuMep BBITEP HOX O IIIKYPY OJIEHsI, CYHYJI 32 IMOSIC U TOMHSIICS.

— D-5... — Hayvan oren Paiita, mocMoTpes Ha IOJypas3neJaHHOro
OJICHSI, TIOTOM TIepeBe B3IJIsII Ha Oora. — DT-Ta HUYETO...
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Bot 1 Bcg oTIIOBCKAst MyIpOCTh, BOT M BCE OIIpaBIaHME MX ITPECTYIT-
HOTO BTOP3KEHUS Ha CBSIIEHHBIC 3eMJIU... PoIT He 3HaI, cuuTaercst In
MIPOBUHHOCTBIO YOMICTBO MPUHAJICKAIIIETO OOraM OJIEHSI, 1 BMECTE C
TEeM IIOHUMAJI, YTO UX TTOJIOKEHUSI OHO OTHIONb HE YIydInuT. M xots Xep-
KMMep TOBOPMJI OJHO, BhIpaXkKeHHE eTo J1Ila BhIPaXkajao COBCEM APYToe.
Paiita 3amyTuiio. OH MOHSATUSI HE UMEJI, UTO XOTeJ YCIBIIIATh OT OTLA,
HO SIBHO YTO-HUOYIb O0Jiee Becomoe.

Kaxk u cnemoBaino oxungaTth, 6ora ciioBa XepKUMepa TakKe He BIle-
YaTIIVIIH.

OHU CcTOSUIM Ha KpOIIIEUYHOM JIyTy v ciiugHug bepHa m CeBepHOIA.
YyTh BBIIIIE MO CKIIOHY pOC TYCTOM COCHOBBIN 00p. Huske mexkan KaMe-
HUCcThI O6eper. LllyM Bombl OBIT €eMIMHCTBEHHBIM 3BYKOM ITOJ, CHEXHO-
CYMpauyHBIM olieslJloM Heba. Beero mapy MUHYT Ha3am IOJISTHKA Ka3ajiach
Paiity paem. Tenepb Bce MIBMEHUIOCH.

PaiiT 0cTOpOKHO B3AOXHY/I U HATOMHWII ce0e, YTO CTOJIKHYJICS C 00-
TOM BIIEPBBIC U MOHSTUS HE UMEET, YTO 3HAYUT BHIpaXKEHME €ro JIMIia.
Emy HuKoraa He 1OBOAWJIOCH BUAETh OOroB BOJIU3M — HU ylIel B pop-
Me OYKOBOIO JIMCTA, HU HEOECHO-TOIyObIX IJ1a3, HU MOA0OHBIX pacIiiaB-
JICHHOMY 30JI0TY BOJIOC. 3ampenesibHO IJ1aaKast Koxa u 0elble 3yonl. He
3eMHOE CYIIECTBO, a TTOPOXIeHNE Bo3myXa U cBeta. OnmeXXIpl pa3BeBa-
JIVCH OT BETpa W CUSIIIV Ha COJTHIIE, ITpUIaBast 00Ty OpeoJT 3aTalOYHOCTH.
CBuUpenbIii OCYKIAIONINI B3I KaK HEIb3sI JIydIlle COOTBETCTBOBAJ
npencTaBiieHUsIM PaiiTa 0 6ecCMepTHBIX CyIIeCTBaxX.

E1ie 6onbiiie ero naymiisiia Jiomaab. OTell paccKa3blBal O TAKKX KM~
BOTHBIX, HO P3HT He 04eHb-TO eMy BepuJl. Y cTapuKa ObLia IMPUBBIYKA
MIpUYyKpallliBaTh, ¥ 3a ABAaALATh C JUIIHUM JIeT PaiT Hacayiancs He-
MaJio cKa3oK. BEIIUB mmapy KpyxeK, XepKHUMepP paccKa3bIBajl HAIIpaBo 1
HaJIeBO, KaK YOMJI ISITEPHIX OMHUM YAapOM MJIX 3arHaj B yroi CeBepHbIil
Berep. UeM crapiiie neajcs XepKuMep, TeM HeBepOsITHEe CTAHOBUJIUCH
€ro UCTOPHH...

YeTrBepoHorast HeObLIMLIA MTOCMOTpeia Ha Paiita GoabIIMMK BIax-
HBIMM TJIa3aMH U TTOTPsICIa TONOBOM. PaiT 3amomo3puir, 94To €3I0BEIe
JKMBOTHBIE OOTOB M YeJIOBEUYECKYIO peub MTOHUMAIOT.

— Boo0Omie-To Hu4ero Takoro Mbl He CAelaard, — IOBTOPWII OTEIL
PoitTa Ha cyyaii, ecliv ero 1miaoxo pacciabliaan. — MHe cromga MOXKHO.

OH 1IarHyJ Briepea U yKasajl Ha MeIalb, BUCSIIYIO CPEAU MPUJIUII-
IIMX K MTOTHOH T'pyIu COCHOBBIX UTJ U Tpsidu. I[loaypasneTslii, 3arope-
JIBIA, M3Ma3aHHEBIM I10 JIOKTH B KpOBM OTell PaiiTa BHITJIsIAE TUITMYHBIM
IUKUM BapBapoM. Jlaxe cam PaiiT He cTay OBl eMy JOBEPSITh.

— Bunure? — npomoikui otell. OTIOJMPOBAaHHBINA MeTaJllI CBEp-
KHYJI B JIy4ax ITOJyAEHHOTO COJIHIIA. — Sl cpakajics 3a Bac IIPOTUB TyJjia-
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pXyHOB B ropax, B monuHe Bepxnee Kombe. M xopomio cpaxancs! Ko-
MaHIup dpaeB nanx MHe 3To! CKazaj, 4To s 3aCIyKUJI Harpamy.

— Kian [Istopust, — coOOIIMI BEICOKUI cIyra 00Ty TO JIX ¢ pa3oya-
pOBaHUEM, TO JIU ¢ OTBpalieHueM. BOKpyT 111er y Hero ObLT TOJICTBIN ce-
peOpsiHbIA TOPK. Y BTOPOTO MPUCITYXXKHUKA — ToxXe. Buaumo, ykpaiie-
HUE CIYXXUJI0 3HAKOM HX CTaTyca.

Boponsl y 10/IroBs30ro ciyru He ObLIO, 3aTO MMEJICS AJIMHHEIA HOC,
OCTpBIE CKYJIBI M MaJieHbKHE YMHbIe ITa3ku. OH cMaxuBaJl Ha XOpbKa
WJIK JINCa, KOTOPBIX PaiiT TepneTh He Mor. Jla 1 mo3a y Hero Obliia CTpaH-
Hasl: TUIeYX CCYTYJICHBI, B3IJISAI OIMYIIEeH, PYKU IMOA000CTPACTHO CIIOXKE-
Hbl. Jlaxke moouTas cobaka IepKUTCS ¢ OONBIIMM AJOCTOMHCTBOM. UTO
3a JIIOJIM COITPOBOXIaIoT bora?

— Touno. A Xepkumep, cblH XrMaaja, a 3TO MOl CbIHOK PaiiT...

— BoI Hapy1ImIm 3aKoH, — cooOIIMI ciryra. Jlaxke rojoc y Hero ObLI
TYHIOCBHIi — TaKWUM BITIOJIHE MOT ObI TOBOPUTDH XOPEK.

— Hert-net! Huuero nomooHoro! Bee coBceM He Tak!

MopiyHBl Ha Jule XepKruMepa 0003HAYMIMCh YeTue, IyObl cxKa-
Jmchk. OH 3aCThUI, IPOTATUBAS MeIajlb KaK TaJIMCMaH, U TJIsaesl Ha 6ora
C HaJeXXOoM.

— Bot nokaszaTteabcTBO, UTO 5 3acyXwi Harpany. [lonnmaere, s pe-
LT, 9YTO HaM... — OH MaxHyJI B cTopoHy Paiita. — Ham ¢ cbrHOM MOX-
HO TIPOMBIIIJISITh Ha 3TOM KycKe 3eMiau. — OH OOBeJI JIy)KOK pyKOM. —
ITonnmaere, Ha HameM Oepery, B JIplopun, MouyBa coBceM Itoxast. Hu-
Yero He pacTeT, IMYM TOXE HET.

B rosnoce otua 3By4ana monnba, u PaiiTy 3T0 HE TOHPABUJIOChH.

— Bawm croga Hesib3s! — 3asiBUJI APYTO¥ ClIyra, ¢ HAaMeYaloIecs JIbI-
CUHOW.

Boponkb! y Hero He ObLIO, KaK M Y IIOXOXEro Ha XOpbKa IMPUCTYKHM-
Ka, OyATO IJIs1 TOTO, YTOOKI €€ OTPaCTUTh, TPeOOBaAIOCh 0CO00E YMEHHE.
Brarogapst oTCyTCTBHIO pacTUTEILHOCTH KMCJIOE BRIPAaXKEHME JIUIIA UM~
TaJIOCh OTYETIIMBO.

— Kak BoI He noHumaete? S cpaxascs 3a Bain Hapon! [ToTepsin Ha
BOlITHe Tpoux cbiHOBeM. Ml MHe 1Too6enianu Harpamdy... — XepKrUMep CHO-
Ba MOMHSI MeAalb, HO OOT Ha Hee Aaxe He B3TJIIHYI. OH OTpeIeHHO
CMOTpEJ BAaJb.

XepKuMep OIMyCTUI MeIab.

— Ecnu 3T0 MecTo 3aHMMATb Hellb3s1, MBI TToU1eM Apyroe. BooOiie-
TO, CBIHY OOJIblIIe TIOHpPaBUJIACh MOJISTHA K 3amany oTcioga. M ot Bac mo-
Janblie oyaeT. Yto ckaxere?

XoTs 00T Ha HUX JaXke He IMOCMOTpPEJI, BUI Y HEro cTai elle 0oJjiee
HeJIOBOJIbHBIN. HakoHell OH 3aroBopuI:
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— 41 3acTaBiio0 Bac MOIYMHUTHCS.

Bnonne o0b19HEIl ToT0C. PaiiT 6bU1 pazoyapoBad. OH IIpUTOTOBUII-
Csl YCHIBIIIATh pacKaThl TPOMa.

M Torma 6or oOpaTuicss K CBOMM CIyraM Ha O0KEeCTBEHHOM SI3bIKE.
PaiitT mepeHsi1 ero a3el OT OTLA, TOBOPWII, MpaBAa, HE OYEHb-TO OErJo,
HO MOHSUT: OOT HEe XOTeJ, YTOOBI OHM HaXOAWJIUCH I10 3Ty CTOPOHY PEKU
C OpyXueM B pyKax. BeIcoKuMii cityra TyT XKe Iepefan paclopsKeHHUE XO-
31MHA HAa PXYHCKOM:

— TonbKo ¢pasiM T03BOJISIETCSI HOCUTD Opy:KUe K 3amnany oT bepHa.
Bpocaiite ero B pexy!

XepKuMep MOKOCWIICS Ha CJIIOKEHHbBIEC BO3JI€ ITHS MHCTPYMEHTHI.

— BosbMmu Kombe U caesaii, Kak TOBOPSIT, — IIOKOPHBIM TOJIOCOM Be-
Jien oH Poiirty.

— W med co CIuHBI TOXe, — J00aBUJI BBICOKUIM CIyTa.

XepKuMep OISV U OTJISTHYJICS Yepe3 IUIeUO, CIOBHO 3a0bLI, YTO
Med Bce eme TaM. [1oToM oH ImocMoTpelr 00ry B JIMIIO M 3arOBOPWJI Ha
SI3bIKE (PPIEB:

— Dr0 Haul poaoBoii Meu! I He MOTy ero BEIOPOCUTS...

bor ycMmexHyJcs, mokaszaB 3yObl.

— OpyXue ecTh OpyXre, — HacTauBaJj CIIyTa.

Xepkumep 3akosedancs.

— JlagHoO, TagHO, HUYETO CTpalIHOro. MEI IpsIMO ceifvac meperpa-
BUMCS yepe3 peKy. [loitnem, PaiiT.

Bor HemoBOIBHO (BIPKHYIL.

— TonpKo mocite Toro, Kak BRBIOPOCUTE Me4, — IEePEeBE CIIyTa.

XepKuMep CBEpKHYJI IJIa3aMH.

— ¥V Hac B polly OH mepenaeTcsl U3 IIOKOJICHMSI B IIOKOJICHHUE!

— 910 opyxue. bpocaii!

XepKuMep MOTJISIAe] Ha ChIHA MCKOoca.

OH He OBLJT XOPOIIIMM OTIIOM, HO IT0 KpaliHel Mepe, HaCKOJIbKO PaiiT
3HaJI, — CBOMM CHIHOBBSIM OH CMOT IIPUBUTH YYBCTBO COOCTBEHHOTO 10~
crorHcTBa. CaMOyBaXXeHHUE IPOUCTEKAET U3 BO3MOXKHOCTU 3alIUTUTh
ce0s1. Y My>XUMHBI T10JIKHA ObITh TOPAOCTD!

Ha Bech kitan JIpiopust MeTAJIMYECKUI Med ObLIT TOJIBKO Yy OTIa Paii-
Ta. BeIKOBaHBII 13 Meau, BeCh B 3a3y0OprHaX, MOBEPXHOCTh TYCKJIO I10-
OJIecKMBaeT KpacKaMU JIETHETO 3aKaTa. Eciiu BepuTh jiereHne, haMuiib-
HbIM KJIIMHOK C KOPOTKUM JIE3BUEM U3TOTOBUJI HACTOSIIUN NXEPICKUAN
Ky3Hell. KoHeuHO, psiioM ¢ MHKPYCTUPOBAaHHBIM JIPAaroleHHOCTSIMUA 1
YKpaIlleHHBIM 3aMBICJIOBATOM IPpaBUPOBKOII MEUOM B pyKax Oora Mem-
HBII KIIMHOK CMOTPEJICS Kajako. M Bce ke XepKuMep CTOSII 32 HETO To-
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poii. Bparu kimaHa yBaxXuUTeTbHO TTpo3Baiiv ero MenHbrit Meu. Orery Paii-
Ta HU 32 YTO ObI HE paccTajcs ¢ ME4YOM JOOPOBOJIHHO.

PeByniyto peky 3ariyiiwi Kpuk napsiiero B Hebe sctpeba. C nTu-
11aMU CBSI3aHO MHOTO MIPUMET, U P3UT He cTan 000/b1IaThCsl HACYET TO-
CKJIMBOTO KJIMYa, pa3Heciierocs Haa HUMU. ITof xKyTkoe 3xo oTell cMe-
JIO TIOCMOTpEJ B JIUIIO OOTY.

— CBoii Meu 51 TeOe He oTaam!

PaiiT HeBosibHO yAbBIOHYICS. o cux mop XepKUMep, CbIH XuMaaia
13 KjaHa JIplopusi, He MOTUMHSJICS HUKOMY, Jaxe Oory.

Bor cnemmuncs u oTaan moBoabs MEHBIIIEMY CITyTE.

PaiiT cMoTpe Bo Becex ra3a. bor nBuraics ¢ 3aBopaxuBaroliiei rpa-
1IMel, TJIaBHO U yBepeHHOo. Ho, HecMOTpsl Ha BHYIIUTEJbHYIO MaHEpy
JepXKaTbesl, (hU3nyeckue TaHHble Oora OTHIOAbL He Breuamisuiu. OH He
OTJINYAJICS HU POCTOM, HU BECOM, HU MyCKyJ1aTypoil. P3iT ¢ oTOM ObLIH
MaCcCUBHOTIO TEJIOCTOXEHUSI, C KPETIKUMU TIJIedaMU U CUJIbHBIMU pyKa-
Mu. bor, HaNpOTUB, BBITJISAE] TAKUM U3HEXKEHHBIM, CIOBHO BCIO KU3Hb
MPOBEJ B MOCTEN U KOPMUJIU €T0 € JIOKeUKU. byab 3TOT (paii yenoBe-
KoM, P3iiT Obl He ucmyraucs, 6oJjiee TOTo, yUUTHIBasi pa3HUILY B pOCTE U
Bece, OH HEMTPEMEHHO YKJIOHWJICS OBl OT IMOEAMHKA. Y4acTBOBATh B CTOJIb
HEpPaBHOM 0010 XXeCTOKO, a PaUT 3KeCTOKOCTbIO HE OTIrYalics. DTa yep-
Ta 10CTaJIach B U30BITKE €ro OpaThsIM.

— Bbl He moHMMaeTe... — ellle pa3 MOMbITAICS OOBICHUTb XepKU-
Mep. — DTOT Mey TepeaeTcs OT OTUA K ChIHY...

bor punyscsa Brepen u ynapwi otiia Paiita B XuBoTt. XepKumep co-
rHyJcst monosniaMm. Toraa ¢Gpait co cKpexXeToM BbIXBAaTWUJ METHbBINA K-
HOK 13 HOXeH. IToka Xepkumep nepeBoawI AyX, OOr ¢ OTBpallleHueM
paccMatpuBai opyxue. [TokauaB rojioBoit, OH TOBEPHYJICS K YeJIOBEKY
CMMHOM, cOOMPasiCh TPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATD KATKUNA KIIMHOK BBICOKOMY
ciayre. BMecTo Toro, 4To0bl MOCMESITLCS C XO3IMHOM, TOT ChEXXMUJICS OT
ctpaxa. Pa3BuTue coObITUH JIETKO YUTAIOCh Ha IPOHBIPIMBOM JIUIIE CITy-
I'M — OH TEPBbIM 3aMETUJI peaKkinio XepKumMepa.

Ortenr PaiiTa BBITSHYT U3-3a TT0sICa HOXK, KOTOPBIM CBeXKeBaJl OJICHS,
1 3aMaxHyJICs.

Ha atoT pa3 6or 6611 Ha BbicoTe. OH pa3BepHYJICS C MOPa3UTENIbHOMN
CKOPOCTBIO U BOH3WJI MEJHBII KIIMHOK B OoTIla Paiita. Beimaa Xepkume-
pa JIMIlb TTOMOT BOTHaTh ero noriayoxe. boil okoHuwcs, enBa HauyaB-
muck. OTell axHyJI U yrajl ¢ MEYOM B TPYIU.

Paiit meiictBoBanr 6e3 pasmbinuieHnit. OCTaHOBUCH OH XOTS OBl Ha
MTHOBEHUE — HaBEpHsIKa Obl MepeayMall, OHAKO OH MOXOAWI Ha CBOETO
OTLa Kyna 0osibllle, Y4eM camMmoMy PaiiTy xoTenoch Obl mpu3HaBaTh. EnuH-
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CTBEHHBIM OPY>KMEM MO/ PYKOH ObLT MEAHBII Me4, TOpUaBLIWii B TPyIU
oTLa. PoliT BBIXBAaTWJI €T0 1 M30 BCeX CUJT pyOaHyJ 6ora 1o 1iee. OH 0Xu-
JiaJl, 9To Jie3BMe MPOMIET HACKBO3b, OMHAKO OHO PACCEKJIO JIMIIb BO3IYX.
BoxecTBo ycrneno yBepHYThes. PaiiT 3aMaxHyJsicsl CHOBA, U OOT BBITSIHYJI
CBOI KJIMHOK. Meuu BCTPEeTUIIMCh, pa3aaics ITyXoi 3BOH, U TSKECTh B PY-
kax Poalita ucuesna Bmecre ¢ 6osbliieit yacTolo KiMHka. Korna oH 3aBep-
LW yaap, OT CEMEHOTro JOCTOSIHYS y1ieJiesia OIHA PYKOSITh; OCTaBLLIMICS
KYCOK TTPOCBHUCTEJT B BO3AYyXe U YIaJl B 3apPOCIM MOJIOJIBIX COCEHOK.

bor Mep3ko ockiadbuicst U 3aroBOpUJI Ha OOXKECTBEHHOM SI3BbIKE:

— WU cromno 3a Hero ymmuparnb?

BoxecTBo nonHsiI0 Meu cHoBa, PolT 11apaxHysics Ha3a.

CimmkoM MemieHHO! CIUIIKOM MELIEHHO!

Paiit 6611 00peueH. OtctynaTh 6ecnosie3Ho. O6 3ToM eMy TOBOPUIU
rofibl 6OeBOI MOATOTOBKU. 3a MUT A0 TOTO, KaK MOHUMaHUE BOTIJIOTU-
JIOCh B peaJIbHOCTh, P3HT ycIe rmoxaieThb 0 CBOSH 3ary0oJIeHHOM SKU3HU.

«Huuero s He ycnen», — moayMajl OH, HAIPSITIIACh B OXUIAHUK
6oau. OgHAKO ee He MOC/e10Bao.

Kak u 6or, Paiit ynmyctu u3 Bumy ciayr. Hu onvH u3 NpOTUBHUKOB
HE 0XXMaJl, YTO BBICOKU TIPUCITYKHUK C MPOHBIPIUBBIM JIMIIOM YIapUT
CBOET0 X0351MHA I10 3aThUIKY OYJIbDKHUKOM, HATOMUHAIOIIUM Pa3MepoM
1 (popMoii KpyIiIyto Kparoxy xjeoa.

P3iiT MOHSUI, YTO CIIyYMJIOCh, JIUIIB TIOC]Ie TOTO, Kak 6or yrnain. Han
HUM CTOSUI CJTyTa C KAMHEM.

— beru! — Benen on. — Ecim nmoBe3er, y HETo Tak pa300JIMTCS To-
JIOBa, YTO, OYHYBIIKMCh, OH 3a0Yy/AET MPO MOTOHIO.

— Yto TbI Hagenan?! — 3akpuyaj BTOPOH ciyra, Iisiis Ha TPOUCX0-
Js1ee pacliMpeHHbIMU OT yXKaca rjla3aMu, U TIOTSIHYJI JIoIIalb X03s1MHa
3a y3ay.

— CnokoiHo... — cKa3aj eMy cIyra ¢ KAMHEM B pYKe.

PaiiT ornisiHysics Ha oTua, Jexasiliero HaB3HUYb. [1aza Xepkumepa
ObLIM OTKPBITHI, OYITO OH CMOTpeEJI Ha o0aka. PaiT pokJiMHaI ero Ha
MPOTSKeHUW MHOTHX JieT. OTell He 3a00TUJICS O CeMbe, CTPaBIUBA Chl-
HOBE IPYT C IPYroM, ero He ObLIO PSIIOM, KOTIa yMepJIvi MaTh U CecTpa...
MoxHO cKa3aTb, 4To P3HT OTlia TepneTh HE MOT, HO BHE3aIHO OH YBU-
Jies riepen coboi ueoBeKa, KOTOPbIN yUUJI ChIHOBEH O0POThCs U He cla-
BaTbcsl. XepKUMEDp ciiefiaji BCe, YTO CMOT, XOTSI CMOT OH HEMHOT'O — TTPO-
SKWJT BCIO XKM3Hb Ha KJIOYKE OECTIOHOM 3eMJIn, MOTOMY YTO TaK pacro-
psinviuch KanpusHbsie 6oru. Oter; Paiita He Kpaj, He 0OMaHbIBalI U He
MPUIEPXKUBAT SA3bIK, KOTJA €My ObLJIO UTO cKa3aTb. OH ObUI KECTKUM U
HENPUBETIIMBLIM YeJIOBEKOM, HO BCerna MMeJl JOCTaTOUHO MYXKeCTBa,
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YTOOBI TTOCTOSTH 3a ce0s 1 3a mpaBmy. Ha 3emite mepen Paiitom neskan
MOCJIEIHUI U3 eT0 TTOTUOIIETo poja.

B pykax Paiit Bce ellie cxXruMaj CIOMaHHBIA Med.

— Hert! — 3aBonui aepxxaBILUMii JIOIAAb CIyra, YBUAEB, 4TO Pt
MPOBEJ OCTATKOM KJIMHKA I10 Topity 6ora...

&

O06a cityru yapaiau: MEHBIINI Ha JIoIIaau, BTOpoii ImemkoM. ITotom
TOT, YTO BOCIIOJIb30BaJICs KaMHEM, BepHyJics. Bech B IOTY, OH Tpycu
I10 JIYTY, Kayasi TOJIOBOU.

— Mbapuna He norHatb. OH He CaMblil JIYYIIUA €3M0K, HO 3TOr0 OT
Hero 1 He TpebyeTcs. Jlomaab cama 3HaeT Aopory B AjloH-Puct. — Ipu-
CITy>KHUK 3amep. — Tl 4TO Aenaenib?

Poiit crosin Hag TesoM 6ora. OH TTOIHSIT Med (pasT M IPUCIOHWII €TI0
K TOpy OOXecCTBa.

— Kny. Korma 310 006I9HO TPOMCXOIUT?

— YT0 umMeHHO?

— CKOJIBKO €My HYKHO, YTOOBI BOCCTaTh?

— OH MepTB. MepTBbIe OOBIYHO HE BOCCTAIOT, — 3aMETUJI CIyTa.

PaiiTy He X0Tea0Ch CcITycKaTh IJ1a3 ¢ 60ora, ¥ BCe 3Ke OH OBICTPO B3IJIsI-
HYJ Ha CJIYTY, KOTOPBII COTHYJICS TIOIOJIaM, ITBITasICh IIEPEeBECTU AyX.

— TBI 4YTO HeCellb?

— A ThI?

— MHe Hy>XHO 3HaTh, CKOJIBKO y HAC €CTh BPeMEHM, ITOKa OH He BOC-
cran. Eciu s1 oTpexxy eMy royioBy, OH HpPOJIEKUT AOJIbIIIE?

Ciyra 3akaTui Ij1a3a.

— On He BocctaHeT! ThI ero yous.

— Paszpasu mens Tatmmn! Benp 310 601! born He ymuparor. Onu 6ec-
CMEPTHBHI.

— Hy, He 10 TaKoii e cTerneHn, — MPOTSIHYJI CIyra W ITHYJ TPYII, K
HemaJjioMy yauBieHuro Paiita. ToT He 1eBeIbHYJICs, CIyTa ITHYJI €TI0 CHO-
Ba, M roJI0OBa MepeKaTuIach Ha IPYrylo CTOPOHY, K IIEKe MPWIMII Ie-
cok. — Bumgums? Meptuiit. [Tonsn? Hukakoit oH He OeCCMEPTHBIN.
N ne Oor, a ¢poit. OHu ymupaoT. MexXny KUBYIINMUA OYeHb JOJITO U
OeccMepTHBIMU eCTh pa3HMia. beccMepTHBIE HE MOTYT YMEpeTh, Jaxe
€CJIN 3aXOTT... Jlesio B ToM, 4To (hpau ropasnao Oauke K pxyHam, yem
HaM XOTeJIOCh OBI IyMaTh.

— HuayTte Mb1 He moxoxu! B3rissau Ha Hero! — PaiiT ykasai Ha 1mo-
BEPKEHHOTO (hpasI.
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— Ara, — kuBHyJ ciayra. — OH Tak CMJIBHO OT Hac oTandaeTcs! Bee-
ro OfiHA TOJIOBa, XOMUT Ha IBYX HOTaX, Y HETO JIBE PYKU U NECSITh Majlb-
ueB. Tol mpaB. HU4yTh He TOXOX.

Ciyra onsiTh TOCMOTPEJ Ha TEJIO U B3IOXHYIL.

— Ero 3Basniu Ileron. OH ObLT HEOOBIYATHO TAJIAHTIIMBBIM apdu-
CTOM, XyJIbHUYAJ B KAPThl U OPUAUUT 91 H MEP — 4YTO 3HAUUT... — Ciry-
ra 3anymaiicsi. — Her, aToro He nepeseselilb. Ero HUKTo 0co6o He Jto-
0w, a Ternepb OH MEPTB.

Poiin mokocuiicst Ha Hero nono3puteabHo. Jixer? IlbiTaeTcst ycbl-
MMUTh OMUTETbHOCTD?

— ThrI ommbaelbesi, — yoexaeHHo 3asBua Paiit. — Bunen korna-
HUOYIb MepTBoro ¢pas? A He Bumen. Moii otenr He Buaesnr. Hukro u3
MOUX 3HAKOMBIX He Buzesl. 1 oHu He cTaperoT.

— CrapeloT, TOJIbKO 0YeHb MEIJIEHHO.

PaiiT nokauan ronosoii.

— Her, He ctapetot! Otell paccka3biBaj, 4TO B NE€TCTBE BUea (hpasi
o umeHn HuzoH. Copok MsTh JeT CIyCTsI OHU BCTPETUIIUCh CHOBA, U
TOT BBITJISIIEN TOYHO TaK Ke.

— PazymeeTtcs. S xe ckazaj, 4To cTapsATca OHU MemjieHHO. Ppsu
KUBYT Thicsiuu JieT. [IIMesnb XuBeT Bcero HecKoabKo Mecsles. Menio
ThI KaXXelIbCsl 0ECCMEPTHBIM.

ComHeHust Paiita pa3Besiuch, HO He 10 KOHIIa, U OH BHUMATEIbHO
pa3rysiabiBasl BRITEKAIOIIYIO U3 Tejla 0ora KpOBb.

Teneps-T0, MO MpoIlIeCTBUU BpeMeHU, PaiT moHMMas, 4To HaragaTh
Ha ¢bpas BooOI1e He caenoBaio. OTell yuusl He HAaUMHATh ApaKku, KOTO-
pPYIO HE MOXeIllb BBIUTPaTh, a 60i ¢ 6ecCMEePTHBIM OOroM SIBHO TOAMA-
Jan nof 3Ty Kareroputo. C Ipyroil CTOpOHbI, OTEL] CaM BCE 3aTesL...

KpoBu 661710 MHOTO.

ITon Tenom Gora pacTekanach ypoaavBasi JyxXulia, aykasi TpaBy U
cusiole oaexapl. Ha 1iee Bce ellle 3usiia paHa — YXacHbIW pBaHbI
ropes, MOXOXWHI Ha BTOPOii poT. PaiiT oxxuaan, 4To paHa 4ynecHbIM 00-
Pa3oM 3aTsIHETCS UJTU TTPOCTOo ucuesHeT. Ho korma 6or mogHUMeTcsl, Tipe-
MMYIIECTBO OyneT Ha cTopoHe Paiita. OH cujieH U MOXET O0JIETh IT0Y-
T Jito6oro B JAbtopun. laxe oTell 10KeH ObLT JBaXKIbl IOJyMaTh, TIpe-
K7€ YEM 3JIUTh CBOETO ChIHA...

PaiiT HanpsiKeHHO CMOTPEJ Ha JiexKallero ¢ 3aKaTUBIIMMUCS Tia3a-
MU (ppasi. PaHa Ha ropiie crana eme mvpe. Y KpoMe Toro, HU OiuH 60T —
HACTOSIIIIMI OOT — He cTepIiesl Obl MMHKOB OT CJIYTH...

— JlanHO, MOXET, OHU U He 6beccMepTHBI. — OH YCITOKOWIICS U Cle-
Jlajl 1ar Hazaf.



Opa MudoB 19

— MeHns 30ByT ManbKoimbM, — MpeacTaBuiCsd ciayra. — A Tel Paiir?

— VYry...

BpocuB nociaenHuii B3rJs I Ha TPYIL hpast, PaiT cyHyI yKpallleHHBIA
JparoleHHbIMU KaMHSIMM KJIMHOK 32 MOSIC ¥ TIOIHSIT TEJI0 OTLA.

— Yro ThI 3agyMan? — crpocus MajbKoJabM.

— 3mech XOpOHUTH Hellb3s. Pekut HaBepHsIKa 3aTOIUISIIOT 3Ty OMMY.

— Xoponurs? Korma nzsectue noiineT 1o AimoH-Pucra, ppsu Hac... —
Cnyra uameHnuics B mie. — HyxxHo 0exatb!

— Bor u Gern.

PaiiT 3aHec oTIa HAa TIPUTOPOK ITOCPEIN JIyTa ¥ OSpesKHO OMTyCTUII Ha
3eMi10. MecTo 1151 TToCIe MHEro IIPHUCTaHUINA TakK cede, HO TYT YK HUYe-
ro He nonenaeinb. OOCpPHYBIINChH, OH ITOKMMaJl OlllapallleHHBINA B3IJIS
OBIBIIIETO CITYTH.

— Yero?

MabKoJIbM pacXoXOTaJICS, IOTOM CMYTUJICS 1 YMOJIK.

— To1 He moHuMaets! [TTMH — OBICTPBIIT KOHb, BBIHOCIVBBIN, KaK
BOJIK. Mapui nobepetcst 10 AioH-Pucra yxe Kk cymepkam. OH HaroBo-
PUT MHCTaphs BCE, YTO YIOAHO, JUIIb OBl CAMOMY CIIacTUCh. OHU ITy-
cTATCs B moroHto. Hy>kHo yXoauTs!

— Hy tak mnu, — oTKnmKHynca Paiir, B3su1 Megans XepKuMepa U
Hanen Ha ce0s1. [ToroM oH 3akpbul oTiy I71a3a. OH He IOMHUJI, IIPUXO-
JIUJIOCH JIX €My IIpeXIIe XOTh pa3 KacaThCs JINIA CTapUKa.

— Tebe Toxe HY>KHO UATH!

— CHayaJjia MoXOpOoHIO OTIIA.

— PxyH Bce paBHO MepTB.

Or atoro cioBa Paiita nepenepHyo.

— OH 65611 yenoBek!

— PxyH, dyeoBek — Kakasl pa3Huia!

— JInst MeHs 1 1711 Hero — OoJibIiasi. — Pt oTpaBuiics K 0epery
peKHu, YCHIITaHHOMY ThIcI4aMy KamHei. CaMoe CII0XHOe ceifiyac — I10-
J00paTh KAMHHM HY>XKHOT'O pa3Mmepa.

MaJbKoJIBM yHep pyKd B OOKHU, IISIASL Ha HETO CO CMEChIO T'HeBa U
U3YMJICHUSI.

— IIpoBo3umbcst HeCKOIBKO YacoB! Tl HammpacHoO Tepsielrb BpeMs!

PoiiT HakitoHMIICS 1 TOMHSUT KaMeHb. CBepXy OH HarpeJscs Ha COJTH-
1Ie, CHA3Y OCTaBaJICS BIIAXKHBIM, IIPOXJIAMHBIM ¥ MOKPHITHIM MOKPBIM
TECKOM.

— Ore1ql 3acTy>KMBaET JOCTOMHOIO MTOrpPeOeHMs, U cieian ObI TO XKe
caMoe IUISI MeHsI. — YUMTBIBasl, YTO XepKUMeEpP ITOYTH HUKOTAa He IIpo-
SIBIISLT K PaiiTy MOOpBIX YyBCTB, 3TO IPO3BYyYasio ctpaHHO. M Bce Xe me-
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pen TUIIOM CMEpPTU OTell HaBepHsKa MOCTYImua Obl Tak xe. — Kcrartn,
3Haelllb, YTO OBIBAET C IyXOM HEIIOXOPOHEHHOTIO Tejia?

Ciyra rmocMoTpeJt Ha Hero M3yMJICHHO.

— Jlyx BepHETCS U CTaHeT Tebsl IpecieloBaTh 3a TO, YTO Thl HE IIPO-
SIBUJI TOJDKHOTO yBaXKeHUsl. MaHBI, TO €CThb OYIIW TPEAKOB, ObIBAIOT
BeCbMa arpeCCHMBHBI. — P3UT MOAHSI ApYyroil KaMeHb M HaIIpaBUJICS
BBEPX 110 CKJIOHY. — I1pu >ku3HU oTell ObLT TeM elle KyJioM. M1 MHe Hu
K 4eMy, YTOOBI OH IIpeciIe0Bal MEHs IO KOHIIA MOUX JHEIL.

— Ho...

— Yro — HO? — PaiiT Opocus kKamMHM BoaJie Tiedeid otua. CHavana
O0JIOXKHUTH TEJIO 110 KOHTYPY, IIOTOM 1 TPYIy MOXHO HaBaJIMBaTh. — DTO
He TBOI oTell. Tebss HUKTO He IIPOCUT OCTaBaThCSl.

— JleJio HE B TOM...

— A B yeM xe?

Cuyra 3amsicst. PaiT Bocioab30Basics Imay30ii 1 BEpHYJICS Ha Oeper
3a OYepeTHBIMU KaMHSIMU.

— MHe HyXHa TBOSI IIOMOIIb, — HAKOHEL IIPOTOBOPMI MaIbKOJIbM.

PaiiT momHsUI 00JIbIION KaMeHb U ITOHEC Ha CKJIOH, IIPYIKMMAsI €ro
K XXMBOTY.

— Kakas moMo1p?

— Hy, TBI 3Haemb, Kak... XXUTb, TOYHEE, BKUBaATh TYyT. — Ciyra
KMBHYJI Ha TYIILy OJICHS, IIOKPHITYIO Ty4eil MyX. — ThI yMeelllb OXOTUThb-
Csl, TOTOBUTD €Iy U HAaXOAUTh cebe MPUIOT. 3Haelllb, KaKue SITOJbI Che-
JMIOOHBI, KaKWX 3BEpeil MOXHO MpUIackaTh, a OT KAKMX HYXXKHO OeXaTb.

— Hukakux 3Bepeit mpuiiackaTh HeIb3s!

— Bot Buguiis! Xopoimii mpuMep TOro, KaK MaJio s 3Halo 00 3TUX
Beuax. OnuH 51 TOruOHy Yepe3 IeHb WIK IBa. 3aMep3HY J0 CMEPTH, I10-
najay moja ooBajl B ropax Wiu Xe MeHsI 3a00/1aeT KaKoi-HUOYIb poraThiii
3BEpPb.

PaiiT momoxu KaMeHb U CITYyCTUJICA K peKe, XJIomast pyKaMM, YTOOBI
CTPSIXHYTh IIECOK.

— PazymHo.

— Eme xak pazymto! f mapeHb pa3yMHbiii. Eciiv ThI TOXe, TO HaMm
nopa. IMomm!

PoaiiT momHsII elle oMH KaMeHb.

— Eciu THI TBepIo HagyMall OCTaThCsl CO MHOM M BpeMsI He TePIIUT,
TO JIy4llie TOMOTHU.

Ciyra orjisiies KaMeHUCThIN Oeper 1 B3IOXHYI.

— O0s13aTeIbHO TaCKaTh TaKKe OOJIbIINEe KAMHM?

— Bonbime asryT BHU3, BBIIIE MOJIOKAM KaMHU TIOMEJIbYeE.
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— IToxoxe, Tebe TO HE B HOBUHKY.

— Tam, oTKyna s1 pomoMm, OO yMUPAIOT, M1 KaMHel y Hac MHOTO.

Paiit yrep mot co y6a, oT6pocuB Hazal KOIIHY TeMHBIX Bojioc. OH
3aKaTaj pyKaBa LIepcTsIHOM pyOaxu. BecHa cTosiia XonomHasi, U BCe XKe
OT pabOTHI OH BeoTe . XOTEJIOCh CKUHYTh JIM-MOPY M Kparu, HO OH pe-
T He pazneBaThes. [lorpebeHne oTia JOKHO OBITh 3aHSATHEM HE U3
MPUSITHBIX, XOPOILIMI ChIH 00s13aH UCIBITHIBATH TP 3TOM XOTh KaKue-
TO uyBcTBa. ECii HEynoOGCTBO OT Melllaloleil OAeXKIbl — BCE, HA YTO OH
criocobeH, PaiiT 1 Ha 3TO coraceH.

ManbKoJIbM IPUHEC TTapy KaMHEH 1 MO0 Ha 3eMJTIO, TIPeIoCTa-
BUB PaiiTy Ki1acTh ux Kyna Hy*kHO. OH OCTaHOBUJICS U CTPSIXHYJI IIECOK
C JIJaIOHEW.

— Iocnymaii, MajabKoabM, J1U0OO Thl Oepelllb KaMHM IOOOJBbIIIE,
JINOO MBI IIPOBO3UMCS TYT LIETYIO BEYHOCTb.

MaJbKoJIbM HaCyIuJICs, HO CITOPUTh He cTajl. OH BepHYJICS K peKe,
nomo0past 1Ba KPYITHBIX KAMHS U IIOHEC UX, 00XBaTUB pyKaMU Kak IBe
IbIHU. B canmansix eMy ObL10 HEyn100HO. TOHKME peMellIKy BPsI 11 ro-
JTAJIKCB JIJTSI TIPOTYJIOK MO TaKoil MecTHOCTU. CBOIO ofiexkay 1 00yBb PaiiT
CIIIMJI CaM 13 JIOCKYTOB IIEPCTSIHOM TKAHU C KOXXaHBIMU BcTaBKaMu. OHU
OBLIM TPYOBIMHU, 3aTO IIPOYHBIMMU.

PaiiT mouckan u Halea MaJIeHbKUIA TJIagKuil KaMeHb.

— Pa3Be HaM He Hy>XKHBI KAMHU MI000JIbIlIEe? — CIIPOCKI MaIbKOJIbM.

— OT0 ISt Apyroro. — P3iT pa3oMKHYJ Majblbl OTLUA U 3aMEHUII
HOX KaMHeM. — OH moHamoouTcs eMy i Bxona Pai v DnavcuH, ecnu
OH TOTO AOCTOMH, Wiu B Hudpain, ecnm Her.

— A, SICHO...

O0J10XUB TeJIO KaMHSIMU, P3IT cTan cKiaabsiBaTh OCTaJbHbBIE Y HOT
1 BhilIe. OH B3sU1 OTLIOBCKYIO JIU-MOPY, BCE €Ilie BaJISBILIYIOCS PSIIOM C
TYIIEH OJIEHS, ¥ MIPUKPBLI U0 XepKuMepa. OOIIapuB 3apoCiivi MOJIO-
IBIX COCEHOK, OTBICKAJl 00J10MOK MemHoro meda. CriepBa Paiit xoten
OCTaBUTb OPYKHE B MOTHJIE, [IOTOM BCIIOMHUJI IIPO PACXUTHUTEIICH IPO0-
Hull. Pa3 otell yMep 3a KJIIMHOK, CJEAYET O HEM MM03a00TUTHCS. ..

Poiit emie pa3 mocMoTtpen Ha ¢Gpas.

— OH TOYHO He BCTaHeT?

ManbKoJIbM OTKJIIMKHYJICS ¢ Oepera, rie HAOObIBal O4YepeaHOM
KaMeHb.

— TouHo. IlleroH MepTB.

BmecTe onuM miepeHeciv Ha pacTyIIyIo TpyIy ellle ¢ TIOKUHY KaMHEH,
u TyT PaiiT cipocu:

— Ilouemy TbI eMy CITyXun?
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MaJsbKoibM yKa3aa Ha TOPK BOKPYT 1€, OYNTO IPYroro oobsicHe-
Hus U He TpeboBanoch. CriepBa PaiiT He OHST, MOTOM pasrisiien, YTo
OH TIPENCTaB/sIeT 3aMKHYTHII Kpyr. MeTajuinyeckoe KoJblo BOBCE HE
SIBJISLIOCH YKpallleHUEM — 3TO ObLT OLIEHUK.

ManbKoibM He ciiyra, a pad!

CoJiHIIe yXe KIIOHWJIOCh K TOPU30HTY, KOT/Ia OHU MOJIOXUIN Ha MO-
TWJIbHBIN XOJIM TocieqHue KamMHU. [Toka ManbKojibM MbLICS B peKe,
PaiiT cien morpedanbHyI0 necHIo. IToToM oH 3a0poCuil CIOMaHHBIN OT-
LIOBCKMIA MeY 3a IIJIeY0, IMPUCIIOCOOMT Ha TosIce KJIIMHOK YOUTOro dpast
u cobpai Bemu. Mx ObIJI0 HEMHOTO: IEPEBSIHHBIN IIIUT, CyMKa C YBECH-
CTBIM KPEMHEM, KPOJIMUbSI IIKYpKa, U3 KOTOpOit PalT cobupasicst CUIuTh
MOJCYMOK, KaK TOJIbKO OHa BBICOXHET, OCTaTKHU ChbIpa, OMHO OJEsI0 Ha
JIBOMX, KAMEHHBII TOTIOP, OTLIOBCKUIT HOX U Kombe PaiiTa.

— UM xyna mbl notinemM? — cripocusi MajibKoJIbM.

JIviio 1 BoIOCHI CIYTU B3MOKJIM OT T10Ta, y HErO He ObUIO Jaxe 3a-
OCTPEHHOM MaJKK [JIs CAaMO3allUThI.

— Bor uTo, mepekuHb Oes0 Yepe3 IUIeYo M 3aBsKM TMOKpernye.
M xormbe BO3bMU.

— 4l moHATHS HE MMeIo, KaK UM T0JIb30BaThCs.

— Huuero cioxHoro. [Tpocto HamnpaBb, Kyna Haio, U TKHU.

PaiiT ornsinencs. Matu noMoii He umeso cmbicaa. Hu k ueMy Bo3-
BpamaTbcsl 0OOpaTHO Ha BOCTOK — CJIUINKOM OJU3KO K AJIOH-Pucry.
K Tomy ke ceMbu y Hero He ocTtaiiochk. KiaH ero mpumMer, oqHaKO KUTh
B JIbIOpUU CIUIIKOM TSKEJO... MOXHO OTIPaBUTHCS Najibllie Ha 3araj,
B AuKue nedpu OBpianHa. s 3Toro Hy>kHO MUHOBATh HECKOJIBKO 3a-
cTaB ¢pa€eB BIOJb 3alTanHbIX peK. Kak 1 As1oH-PucTt, oHM JOKHEBI OBLTA
clepXXUBaTh TIofeit. XepKuMmep npeaynpexaan Paiita o kpernocTsix Map-
punua u CusH-XoJuUl, HO HUKOTa He TOBOPUII, TJIe UMEHHO OHM HaXo-
ngarcd. B ommHouky PaiiT HaBepHsSIKa CMOT ObI MMHOBATH BCE TTATPYIIH,
OIIHAKO BBIXXKUTH B IIYILIM Heslerko. 2Kaath noMoiny oT MajibkojibMa He
crout. Cynsi o BULY U 3aMevaHusIM ObIBIIIEro paba, Bpsi 1M OH MPOTSI-
HET B TAKUX YCJIIOBUSIX XOT$I ObI IO,

— IlepenpaBumMcst oO6paTHO B PXyJinH, TOIBKO IMTOMIEM MBI Ha IOT. —
P3iiT ykazan Ha peky 3a KpyTbIM CKJIOHOM XOJIMa, MOKPBITOTO COCHAa-
Mu. — Tam CeproBUIHBIN Jiec, OH TsIHETCs Ha MHorue Muiau. He camoe
0e30IacHOe MeCTO, 3aTO B HEM MOXHO XOPOIIO YKPBIThcsl. — OH MOCMO-
Tpesl Ha He0o. — XOTs BeCHa TOJIbKO Hayajach, Ha MOJHOXHOM KOpMe
U 0XOTe€ KaK-HUOYIb MPOTSIHEM.

— YT0 3HaUUT — He camoe Oe30MacHOe MeCTO?

— Cam s TaM He ObIBaJI, HO KO€-YTO CJIbIIIAI.
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— Yro?

PoiiT 3aTsIHYI TTOSIC M peMeHb, Ha KOTOPOM BHCENI MEIHBII KIIMHOK,
U MOXKAJI ITUIeYaMMU.

— Hy, npo Bcsikux Tam T300poB, paiio, JICIUX.

MaJibKoJIbM CMOTpEJT Ha HEero, He OTPhIBasICh.

— 3mb1e 3Bepu?

— Hy na, kak e 06e3 HUX.

— Kak 6e3 Hux?..

— B Takom 6oJibilIOM Jiecy OHU IPOCTO 00s13aHbI BOAUTHCS.

— BoH oHO 4TO... — npoTsaHys MaabKoabM, C TpeBOTOM HabIonas
3a Hecylelics mo peke BeTkoi. — Kak MbI rmonanem Ha TOT Oeper?

— IlmaBaTh yMeelb?

MaJbKOJIbM OTOPOIIE.

— Jla Benpb ot Oepera go 6epera Teicsiua (hyTOB!

— WM teuenue xopoiiee. B 3aBUCMMOCTH OT TOT0, KaK ThI IJIaBaEIlb,
MBI BBIOEpPEMCSI Ha TOT Oeper Ha HEeCKOJIbKO MUl 1oXHee. Bripodyem,
5TO U K nydiiemy. Hac OyneT TpyaHee BHICICIUTD.

— Cxopee HeBO3MOXHO, — CKpUBUJICS MaJIbKOJIbM, HE CBOJS I1a3
¢ pexu. beiBiMii pad ¢paeB ObLI B ykace, 1 P3UT ero mpekpacHo MOHU-
MaJ1. Tak e 9yBCTBOBaJ ce0s1 ¥ OH, Koraa XepKUMep 3aCTaBUJI €0 IUIBITh
Ha apyroii 6eper.

— T'otoB? — cnpocui PaiT.

ManbkojibM cxkajl ryobl. I1anbiibl, CTUCHYBIINE KOIIbE, ITOOEICIN.

— TBI Bemp MOHUMAEIIb, UTO Boja XojonHomasa?! OHa Xe TedeT ¢
JIegHUKa Topsl Mamop!

— WM ar0 eme He Bce, — KUBHYJI P3lT, — IIOCKOJIBKY 3a HAMU OXO-
TSITCSI, MBI HE CMOXEM pa3kedb KOCTep, KOrua BhioepeMcsl.

CTpOiiHBII My>XUYMHA C OCTPHIM HOCOM M Y3KUMU TJa3KaMU BbIMY-
YEHHO YIBIOHYJICS.

— Cnacu6o0 3a HaMOMMHAHUE.

— TI'oTtoB? — cpocun Paiit, BXons B JIeASIHYIO BOLY.

— IIpusHaroch, OOBIYHO MO I€Hb IMPOXOAUT HEMHOIO MHade! —
C KaXnpIM 111aroM B peKy rojioc MajibKojibMa CTAHOBWJICSI BCE BHIIIIE.

— WM 4em ke Tl 00BIYHO 3aHUMAJICS ?

3aiing 1o KojeHo, PaiiT cuenm 3yonl. TedeHne Oypianiio BOKPYT HOT
M TOJIKAJIO, 3aCTaBJIsIsl CUJIbHEE 3apbIBaThCS B KAMEHUCTOE JTHO.

— B ocHOBHOM $1 paznuBaj BUHO.

Paiit peipkHyII.

— [a yXx, pa3HULIa OTPOMHASI. .

W TyT Xe peka cOuiia ¢ HOr 0OOUX.




IT'oasa 2
MHCTHRK

«Jlamnb-PaH ObLT TPaBIHUCTHIM XOJIMOM, IIPUIOTUBIIMMCS Bo3iie Cep-
noBuaHOro Jieca. Ha xonMe crost OpeBeHUaThIi Cpy0 M Mapa-Tpoiika
COTEH INIMHSHBIX, KPHITBIX COJIOMOi1 KPYIJIBIX XVKMH, YKPBIBIIIMXCS 3a
BBICOKUM, TTPUCHITTAHHBIM 3eMJIeii 4acTOKOJIOM. OTJIsiAbIBasiCh Ha3al, st
MOHUMAIO, YTO 3TO OBIIO KPOIIEYHOE, OTCTAIOE MOCeJIeHNe, 0 KOTO-
pOMY CBOOOIIHO pa3TyIMBaId Kyphl 1 CBUHBM, OMHAKO TaM € ITPOXU-
BaJI ¥ yIIPaBJIsI KJIaHOM PaH ero Boxnb. M1 0HO GBUIO MOMM TOMOM».

«Knuea bpun».

epcedoHa 3HasIa BceX XKUTeJei Jajisi, To3ToMY yyxKaka omnpe-

Jefisiia ¢ TIepBOTo B3TJIsANA, a YK 9Ta NeByIllKa Ka3ajlach CO-
BceM 4yxXoil. HeBbicokasi, 10oHast U CTpoOliHasl TOCThSI CMaxuBaja Ha
MaJbuMIIKYy OJlaronapsi KOpOTKUM, HEPOBHO O0pe3aHHBIM BOJIOCAM.
Bbu10 HEMOHATHO, TO JIU Ha ee JIuIIe JiexaJ 3arap, TO JIu TPOCTO Ipsi3b,
W3-TI0J KOTOPOU BUIHEIUCH 3aTeWJIMBbIe TaTYUPOBKU: U3SIIHO 3a-
KpyUYeHHBIE IIIUIIbI, BbIOLIMECS 1O IIeKaM, MUHYS IJ1a3a U poT. Bbi-
IIsiaesia OHa BeCbMa TAMHCTBeHHO. [ToKphIBaBIINE U0 TATYUPOBKU
MpUIaBajiv €l BIpaXkeHUe JIyKaBOoe U B TO XK€ BpeMsl BeCbMa BHYILIU -
TenbHoe. OjeTa aeBylika OblIa B 3aMbI3TaHHBINM 1IEPCTSIHON TJIalll,
KWIET U3 KOXU U Mexa, 100Ky U3 BbIIEJIaHHOW KOXU U CTPaHHBI
nosic, MOXoxe, U3 3y0oB NMKUX 3Bepeit. Bo3se HOr rocThbu CBEpHYJICS
KajauyukoMm Oesiblii BoJK. BHUMaTenbHblE CHMHUE Ta3a Cleauan 3a
JBUXEHUSIMU KaXI0T0, KTO HAlpaBJIsSiJiCs B UX CTOPOHY. Takux ObL10
HEMHOTO.

Yyxxauka cTosijia CHapyu BopoT psinoM ¢ Ko66om, KoTophlit cIry-
CTUJICS C TIOCTa Ha CTeHE M JIepKajl KOIbe TaK I'po3HO, KakK Mor. Ilomy-
JaJioch y Hero 110x0. O0sraH0 K060 KOpMMIT CBUHEH 1 HE JaBajl MM 3a-
OupaTbcs B OOUIMHHBIA OropoJ — Mpexae 3TUM YCIellHO 3aHMMasach
BocbMuIeTHsIsI Tas1 YannoH. [lo30p Ha cTeHe Hecy MOYTH BCE MYXKUM-
HBIL. B TO yTpo Hactynuia oyepens Kob0a, 1 cripaBisiicsl OH HUYYTh He
JIy4llle, YeM C TPUCMOTPOM 32 CBUHbBSIMU.

— V¥ Hac roctb, rocrnoxa, — cooo1ui oH IlepcedoHne, yka3biBasi Ha
JIEBYOHKY KOTIbEM.

K066 krBHY/1 Ha OapaHuii poT, BUCSILLIUM Y HETO Ha 1l1ee, U PacTlIbLI-
cs B YJIbIOKE, CJIOBHO MPOTPYOUTH B HETO YXke ObUIO JOCTUXKEHUEM, J0-
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cTOMHBIM TToxBastbl, 1 IlepcedoHe ciemoBano Mpu3HaTh, YTO 3a BOPOTa-
MU OH HaOJIIOmaeT JIydille, YeM 3a CBUHBSIMM.

— Ckazajia, 4TO OHa MUCTHK M XOUYET TOBOPUTH C BOXKIEM KJIaHa.

Bpsin v geBYOHKa crapilie JBeHAALATH, U XOTs BBITJISIAUT OHA TakK,
OyaTo IMpoBesia OOJBIIYIO YACTh XKM3HM B TJTYIIH, IJISI MUCTUKA CITUIIIKOM
MoJIoa...

— 4 Tlepcedona, Xosgiika Yeprora. — OHa mmogoxnania, IToKa ro-
CThsI cooOpa3uT. [IeBYoHKa MoJyaja, M €il IMPUIIUIOCh MOSCHUTH. —
A xeHa Boxas Parnana. Myx ceifyuac Ha 0XoTe, TO3TOMY MOXEIlb 10~
TOBOPUTH CO MHOM.

JeBuyoHKa KMBHYJIAa M HUYEro He ckazaja. OHa CTosUIa, TTOKYChIBast
ryOy, 1 OIJIsIObIBaIach Ha KaXKIBIiA yaap MOTBITH, KPUK WM CTYK MOJIOTKA.

[Tpu 6mxaiileM pacCMOTPEHUM CTaJIO SICHO, YTO AEBYOHKA SIBHO
roJIOJIaeT, a CJIOBO «IPSI3HBIN» JAJIEKO HE OMUCHIBAJIO MacIITaboB Oem-
cTBUS. B ee Bojiocax 3amyTaaruch COCHOBBIE UTOJIKM M JIMCThsI, HOTH I10-
KphIBaJia YepHasl KOpKa, Ha pyKax llapaliHbl, KOJIEH! COMTHI, U Ha JINIIE
BOBCE HeE 3arap, a CJIOi TpsI3U.

— Mory st Tebe ToMOYb?

— Ha xoro oH oxoTutcs? — crnpocuia 1eBYOHKa.

— Yro-uro?

— Ha xoro oxoturcst BOXab?

IlepcedoHna 3akonedanach. B TOT neHb eil ynaBajloCch HE CIUIIKOM
00 3TOM 3aqyMbIBaThCSI, OTTOHSIST Y)KACHOE COOBITHE B TEMHBIU YroJ 10
BO3BpallleHUsT MyXa. Bormpoc 1eBYOHKM OCBETHII €r0 SIpKMM CBETOM, U
Ilepcedona ¢ TpymoMm coxpaHmIa caMoo0IagaHue.

— Tebs 310 He KacaeTcs! — oxuBuicss Ko00, caenaB yrpoxkaommii
1Iar BIiepel. Yrpo3a Oblla He B KOIIbe, IIPO KOTOPOE OH 1103a0bL1 1 Iep-
’Kajl KaK OOBIYHYIO MaJIKy, a CKOpee B ToJIoce, MOJTHOM HEIOMIeIbHON
CBUPEIIOCTH.

— Ha menBenst, — orBetuna Ilepcedona, mepeBenst Ayx 1 BBIIPS-
MuBIIMCh. — Ha yXacHyio MeaBeauily 1o rpo3Builly bypas.

JleBouKa XMypO KMBHYJIA.

— Tol ee 3Haemb? — crpocuna Ilepcedona.

— O ma, ockan bypoit I'puna n3BecTeH BceMy Jecy, rocroxa. M Tam
€e He JTI004T.

— Ockan bypoii I'pun?

— OHa ckaJuTcsl Ha BceX U Bcsd. S maxe Buaena, KakK OHA CKaJUTCS
Ha COJIHIIE, 2 KOMY HE HPaBUTCS COTHBIIIKO?

— Dra MegBenuiia yomiaa Moero cblHa, — cKasana IlepcedoHa, n
CJI0Ba JAJIMCh TOpa3o Jierye, YeM OoHa oxuaajia. OHa BIIEpBBIC IIPOU3-
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HecJla 3TO BCJIyX, XOT$ paHbllle COMHEBAJIACh, CMOTYT JIM UX BHITOBOPUTh
TYOHL...

— OH yous u ceMblo MuHHEL. — JleBoYKa ITOCMOTpEJia Ha BOJIKA. —
A nanuta ee B CeprioBUIHOM Jiecy, Kak korga-to Typa Hania MeHst. B3si-
JIa ee K cebe, MOTOMY UTO MBI C Helt, padymeeTcs, cecTpbl. KTo ke oTka-
3bIBaeTcs oT ceMbu? Typa Toxe Tak nmomymala.

— ToI 3Haems Typy?

— OHa MeHs BbIpacTua.

U cpazy cTasio MOHSTHO, OTKY/A y A€ BYOHKH MOSIC U3 3BEPUHBIX KJIbI-
KOB, TAaTYMPOBKU Ha JINIIE M BUAABIIWM BUIBI SICEHEBHII TTOCOX.

— 3naunT, Tebs puciana Typa?

JleBuoHKa TTOKayaja rojioBOi.

— Typa ymepna. { cama nipefana ee OrHIO.

— Yro THI cnenana?!

— Taxkum OBLTO e¢ keJTaHne, rocrnoxa. Eit He HpaBUnuCh yepBu. [y-
Maro, oHa xoTteJsia yyiereThb. Jla u KTo Obl He xoTes?

[TepcedoHa nmpucraabHO MOCMOTpENa Ha 1EBOYKY.

— $lcHo, — KMBHYJIa OHa, XOTSI HUYEro eif He ObuIo sicHo. [1epcedo-
Ha MOHSITHUS HE UMeJIa, YTO BCe 3TO 3HAYUT, HO 3TO ObLIO U HE BaXKHO.

— Kak Te0s 3BaTh?

— Cypn.

— JlagHo, Cypu. — IlepcedoHa mocMoTpeaa Ha Boika. — S xorena
OBl MPUTIIACUTH TeOSI BHYTPb, OMHAKO Y HAC €CTh KYpbl U CBUHBU, TO-
3ToMy — MUHHa, TpaBWIbHO? — HE CMOXET BOMTU B TAJLIb.

— MuHHa X He 0OMIUT! — ¢ OCKOPOJIEHHBIM BUIOM BOCKJIMKHYIIA
JeBYOHKA. 3aBUTKU BOKPYT IJ1a3 CIYCTUIIUCD.

— Bonku ensT Kyp ¥ CBUHEN.

JleBUOHKA YXMbLIbHYIACh U CIOXUJIA PYKU HA TPYIH.

— JIiogeit oHM TOXe edsiT, HO BeIbh OHA ITOKa He oOriomana Tebe
HoTy?

[TepcedoHa mocMoTpesia Ha CBEPHYBIYIOCS KIIyOKOM BOJTUMILY, He-
BMHHYI0, KaK MacTyllIbsi cobaKa.

— Boirsgnut noBosibHO pyyHoiil. UYto nymaeis, Ko66?

besnapHblit cMOTpUTENb 32 CBUHBSIMU, & HBIHE HE aXTH KaKOU CTO-
POX MPU BOPOTAX, MOXKAJ TUIeYaMM.

— JlanHo, TOJIbKO TTpUCMaTpuBaii 3a Hell. Eciiv oHa Ha KOro-HUOYIb
HarajeT, TO BIIOJHE MOXET MOJyYUTh KOIbEM B OOK.

ITepcedona Boiuia B Bopora.

— He oueHb-TO rocTenpuuMHoe MecTo, npasiaa, MuHHa? — mpo-
mwenTana Cypu eit Bcinen. — MHTepecHO, MOHPAaBUTCS JIM UM CaMUM
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Komnbe B OOKy, KOTrja OHM MPUAYT B HAII JIEC OXOTUTHCS Ha HAIIUX
3Bepeii?

Becna Memmmia ¢ mpuxomoMm, He CIIelInjia pacKpacuTh OeCLBETHBIIMA
MUP CITyTaHHO MPOLIJIOrOAHEH TPaBbl, TOJIBIX IEPEBLEB U CEPBIX HEOEC,
Ho xuTenu Jannb-PaHa He XXmanu MUJIOCTEH OT Mpupoasl. Jloaras 3uma
HacKy4ujia BCEM, U MEPBBIM ke 0oJjiee-MeHee TEIIbIM ASHBKOM JIFOIN
MIPUHSUIUCH 3a paboTy. ChiHOBBsI KMJIIaHoB, He 3HAIOLIKE YCTaIU JaXe
B JICTHUM 3HOM, YK€ CUAEIU Ha IIPOCEBILIENA KOHYCOBUIHOM KPbIIIE CBO-
el XxvkuHbl. OHU TTPUBSI3bIBAJIM HOBbIE YUKW COJIOMbI B3aMEH YHECEH-
HBIX 3MMHUM BETPOM. bepruH-nmBoBap KOJI0JI IpoBa 1 Opocasl B OTOHb,
pa3BeIeHHBIN IO KUTISIIIIMMM KOTJIaMHU C YK€ COOpaHHBIM COKOM JIepe-
BbeB. OcTajJIbHBIE BO3IEJIBIBAIM OOIIMHHBIN OrOpOa — B 3TO BpeMsI rofa
JIMIIb XaJKWIl KJIOYOK CJISIKOTHOM 3KVXM, B KOTOPOil OCEHHsIsI OOTBa
CMOTpeJach, CJIOBHO BbIOEJIEHHBIE COJTHIIEM KOCTH.

Ko66 oripaBuiics Ha cBoi rtoct, [Tepcedpona rmposesna Cypu o rpa-
BMEBOI TOPOXKE K OOIBIIOMY CpyOy B ieHTpe najuist. Iloutu 3a0bIThIE
NTUYbU IIECHU BEPHYJIMUCH, C COJIHEYHOM CTOPOHBI KOJIOILA PACLBEIN
JKeJIThIE M TOJTyOble LIBeTOYKM. Eciin BepuTh 3Be31aM, IITUIIAM U LIBETaM,
TO 3MMa 3aKOHYMWJIACh, OTHAKO B TEHUCTBIX MECTax BCE €l1Ie JIeXKaJl CHET.
IMepcedona mokpenye 3amaxHyJia majib — B 3TOM IOy BeCHa BeCbMa 13-
oupareiabHa. OHa MpUIlJIa HE KO BCEM.

IlepcedoHa ocTaHOBMIACH HA TJIOLIAAKE MEPE KPBUIBLIOM U TTOKJIO-
HUJIach KaMeHHOI cratye 6oruHu Mapu. Cypu mocMoTpesia Ha Hee C
uHTepecoM. JIBepu ObUIM OTKPHITHI, BITycKasl coHIle B bosbioit 3ai,
KOTOPBII C caMOil OCEHM MOXOIMJI Ha 3aAbIMJIICHHYIO IEPEeBSIHHYIO IIe-
1mepy. 3MMOI ero oCcBelllajl OTOHb oYara, ¥ IBeHaalaTh IOIePXKIUBaIO-
IIMX KPBIITY KOJIOHH Ka3aJI1Ch 30JIOTHIMU, HO IIPY COJITHEUHOM CBETE CTa-
JIO BUTHO, HACKOJIBKO OHM CTaphlie U BETXMUE.

Apkuii cBeT pa3obiaumi HE TOJBKO KOJIOHHBI: CHOIIIEHHAs1 00YBb,
IIAI, CBUCAIOIINI C POTOB T'OJIOBHI OJIeHS, KyOOK M3 OapaHbero pora,
KoTOpbIii OcBajiba IBBEIPHYII B CoKKeTa HECKOJIBKO MecsilieB Hazan. He-
PEBSIHHBIIM HACTUJI BOKPYT TJICIOLIETO B SIME KOCTpa ObUI IIOKPHIT I'PSI3bI0
1 30j101. COJTHIIE pacKPHIBAJIO peajbHYI0 AEHCTBUTEIBHOCTD, KOTOPYIO
TaK yMEJIO MPSITaIu TEHU, POXKIAeMbIe KOCTPOM.

M3BeuHblil OTOHBb B LISHTPAJILHOM SIM€e e1Ba TJIe. X20€eT, Ubeil 00sI-
3aHHOCTBIO OBUIO 3a HUM CMOTpPEThb, Kyma-To IoaeBaiics. IlepcedoHa
noxdpocuia LernokK, U cTajo 4yyTh cBemiee. OHa IMolia K IByM CTOSIB-
IIMM BO3JIe JaJbHE! CTeHBI KpeciaM U Mpucesia Ha TOo, YTO cIipaBa.

Cypu octaHOBHMJIACh B IBepsiX. OHa IIOKOCHIACH HA CTPOITHIIA OCTPO-
BEpXOil KPHIIIHN, TAE IIUTHI IPOIUIBIX BOXICH KiaHa BHUCEIU BMECTE C



28 Manka k. CaaaruBaH

TpodeHBIMU FOJI0BAMU OJIEHEH, BOJIKOB 1 MenBeneit. Cypu CKpuBUIach
M C TaKUM BHIOM ITOCMOTpesa Tyda, rae cuaena Ilepcedona, cioBHO
MeXIy HIMU pacCTUIANIOCh 03epo, a IUIaBaTh OHa He yMeJia. CresiaB Haj
c000Ii 3aMeTHOE YCUJIue, 1eBoYKa 1 BOJIK BOIIUIM B 3aJ.

— Ckonbko Tebe net, Cypu? — cnipocuna Ilepcedona.

— He 3Haro... JleT yeThIpHAAIIATh, HABEPHO, — PACCESIHHO OTBETHIIA
JIeBOUYKa, He CBOJIS IJ1a3 ¢ OajIoK.

— HagsepHo?

— Ckopee Bcero, ga. A MoxeT u 0oJibiie. Mau MeHblIe.

— ToI He 3Haemb?

— 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, CKOJIbKO S MPOXMIa y Kpumobanos. Typa cuura-
JIa, 4TO ST M3JIKHUH.

— Kr10?! UTo Takoe M3JIKMH?

— Korpa kpumbasnsl KpaayT pebeHKa... 3Haelllb, KTO Takue Kpumoa-
JIBI, TOCTIOKA?

Ilepcedona moxkayasa rojoBoI.

— Kpumbanbl — 310 jiecHble cyiectBa. OHM TaM He XUBYT, TPOCTO
MPUXOOIT BpeMs OoT BpeMeHU. B CeprioBUIHOM JIeCy UX MHOTO, U3-3a
JIiepeBbeB TaM MoyTHO nBepeid. ZKuByT onu B Horre, riryboko mmop 3emiiei,
IJIe Y HAX BEJIMKOJICTTHBIE 3aJIbl ¥ IupiIecTBa. OHM TAHIIYIOT M BECEJIST-
csl TaK, YTO ThHI Jaxe IIpeAcTaBUTh cebe He Moxelnb. Kopode, korma
KpuMOaJIbl KpaayT pedeHKa. ..

— OHu Kpanyt nereir?

— O, Benmkas I1pamateps, na! [Tocrossnao. HUKTO He 3Haer, 1mo-
yemy. [Ipocrto y Hux tak npuHsaTo. Kopode, Korma oHM KpaayT peOeH-
Ka, To yHocHT ero B Horr, rae ¢ HuM genaiotr HeBecTh 4To. O4eHb pel-
KO peOeHKY ynaercst yoexarb. Takoro Ha3bIBalOT M3JIKUH, M OH yXe He
CTaHET HOPMAaJIbHBIM, IMIOTOMY UTO JII00O0, MPOBEAIINI XOTh HEMHOTO
BpeMeHU B Horre, meHsieTcst HaBcerna. Tak BOT, OOBIYHO MBJIKMHEI
crapluie — JeT JeCATU-OJUHHAIlIaTu, HO MHE KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM yna-
JIOCh yApaTh IO TOTO, KaK MHe ucnogHwics roa. Torna Typa MeHs u
Halia.

— Kakum xe 06pa3om Tede yaanoch BEIOPAThCS, €CJIU ThI €11Ie HE Ha-
YIUIaCh XOIUTH?

Cypu, K TOMy BpeMEHH KaK pa3 Iepelieainas 4epes 3al, IoCMOTpe-
na Ha Ilepcedony Tak, CJIOBHO Ta CIIpOCHJIA HEBECTh YTO.

— Otkyna MHe 3HaTh, rocnioxa? I Beab ObLIa MJIaJIEHIIEM.

ITepcedona HemoBepunBO MOAHSIA OPOBU M KMBHYJIA.

— IloHsaTHO, — cKa3zaja OHa, XOTsS Ha CaMOM JgeJie IIOHSUIA IPYroe:
KaKUM ObI IIPOCTBIM HM OBLIT BOIIPOC, IIJIsI IEBOUYKHU C TIOSICOM U3 3BEPU-
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HBIX 3y00B ¥ B KOMITAHWM PYYHOTO BOJIKA ITPOCTHIX BOIIPOCOB HE CYIIe-
ctByeT. — JlagHo, Cypn, yero tedbe Hy>KHO?

— Kak NoHsITh — HyXHO, rocroxa? — crpocuja JIeBodYKa.

— 3ayeM ThI npuia’?

— A, Hy na... { mpuIa pacckasaTh BOXIIO, YTO Mbl BCE YMpPEM. —
JeBouka mporoBopujia 3T0 OBICTPO ¥ HEIPUHYXIEHHO, CJIOBHO OObSIBH-
JIa, YTO BEYEPOM COJIHIIC CSICT.

IlepcedoHa npuiypuiach.

— IToBTopu-xa emie pa3. Ko umeHHo ympert?

— Ml Bce.

— K10 — MBI?

— Mpl. — Bun y neBoYKM cTaj HeOJOYMEHHbIN, W BPSII I B 3TOM
ObLUIM BUHOBATHI TATYUPOBKM.

— Teru a?

Cypmu B310XHYIA.

— Ha. Tel, 51, cMELIHOM TypadyoK Y BOPOT — BCE MBI.

— Bce B amnb-Pane?

JleBouka CHOBa B3I0XHYJIA.

— He Tonbko B lamns-Pane — Besne.

Ilepcedona paccmestrack.

— ThoI roBOpUIIIb, YTO YMPYT BCE XUBbIE cyliecTBa? Tak Beab 3TO He
HOBOCTb.

Cypu nocMotpelia Ha MUHHY ¢ MOJIBOOI B Ij1a3ax, OyATO BOI4YMIIA
MoTrJIa TIOMOYb C OOBSICHEHUSIMU.

— He Bce xuBHBI€ CcylIecTBa, TOJBKO JIIOAM — KaK THI U S1.

— TrI roBOpUILIL IPO pXyHOB? YMPYT BCE PXYHBI?

Cypu 1oxaja Iie4yaMu.

— Bunumo, na.

— Iloromu-xa... HauHu ¢ Toro, Korma u Kak 3TO CJIyIUTCS.

— He 3Hato kak, HO ckopo... JlyMaro, Bce CIydMTCs ellle 10 pasrapa
sera. ToyHo mo nmpuxona 3uMbl. — OHa 3aMoJj14aia 1 3aAyMajlach, IIOTOM
KuBHyJa. — Jlo Toro, Kak mnoiiner cHer. K cienymolieii BeCHe HaCTYIIUT
caMoe xyaiiee Bpemsi. Mbl oKaxkeMcsl Ha JIE3BUU HOXa, Iocpenu 6ypu.

— 3HavnT, HaaBUTaeTCsT Oyps?

JleBouka HaXMypwIach 1 ITOKa4yaja TOJI0BOI.

— He oGbryHas Oypsi, HET, IPOCTO YTO-TO II0X0e... — OHa moxasa
ieyamMu. — Brpouem, moxeT, u Oypsl.

— W TbI MOHATUS HE MMEEIIb, YTO €€ BbI30BET?

— Her, He 3Ha10. — MHCTHK cKa3aja 3TO ¢ TaKMM BHAOM, OyOTO
MIPUYMHBI CTOJIb YXKACHOTO COOBITHSI HE BaXKHBI BOBCE.
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[Tepcedona oTkMHyIach Ha CIIMHKY Kpecjia U BHUMATEJIbHO ITOCMO-
Tpena Ha AeBOYKY. bemHsokka, ommHOKasl, HaIlyraHHasi CUpOTa. ..

— 3aueM ThI Ipunuia Ha camoM aene, Cypu? Tol romomgHa? IMoce
cmeptu Typhsl Tebe cTano oguHOKO?

Cypu CMyTHUJIaCh.

— He 6oiics. 4 mmonpornry Koro-HuOyIb BBIICIUTL TeOE MECTO IS
Howrera. M xye6 y Hac HaligeTcd. Xodenb xjeba?

MucTuk 3agyManach.

— XJ1e® — 3TO 340POBO.

— Xouellb MOXUTH 37eCh, B gajie?

I'maza Cypu OKpyIrJMINCh, OHA C OMACKOM OTIIATHYJIAChH, TSI Ha
yBelllaHHbIe TpodesiMu 6anKu, M 3aMOTaJla FOJIOBOIA.

— Her, rocrioxa! {I 3nech kuth He cMory. f MpuIIUIa TUIIb TOTOMY,
yTo Typa Benena Tak caenaTh, €CJIM 1 YBUXKY YTO-HUOYIb. [ToiiTh Ha X0mm
rmocpeny OOJIBIIOTO TIOJIST B IIEHTPE Jieca U COOOIIUTh BOXI0. Tak oHa
Benena... [IpsMo ceitgac Goblie HAYEro He caenaenib. HyxHo moroBo-
pUTH ¢ IepeBbsiMU. OHU MOIIM OBbI paccKa3aTh HaM Kyjia OOoJIbllie, HO OHU
eIle CIIAT.

Ilepcedona B3moxnHyna. PasroBapusats ¢ Typoii ObUTO Kya Ipo1ie,
HECMOTpSI Ha ee cTpaHHOCTU. Hamo moxkmaThest Bo3BpalieHus: Pariana.
MozkeT, OH pazdepeTcsl, 4YTO K YeMYy.

— Yto Xk, crmacu6o. — IlepcedpoHa BcTasa v ynbliOHYyIach. — f pac-
MOPSEKYCh HAacueT xjieba, OCTaIbHOE PEIIUIb C MOUM MYKEM, KOT/Ia OH
BepHeTcs1. Ecim Xxouenrs, mogokau 31ech. — YBUIEB, 9YTO JEBOYKA CHO-
Ba OTIIaTHYJach, [lepcedona modaBuia: — Mim Ha KpbUIbIIE, €CIIM TeOe
TaK ymoOHee.

Cypu KMBHYyJIa ¥ yluia. BoJK ciiegoBa 3a Helf 10 IIsiTaM.

Taxkast xyneHbKasl...

ITepcedona OBIIa yBepeHa, 9TO IIPOPOYECTBO — OOMaH. YMHO ITpH-
JyMaHO, TOJIBKO IEeBYOHKA mepecTapanach. Eil ciiemoBano mpumayMarhb
YTO-HUOYIb ITOIPOILE, Bpoae Heypoxkasi, Mopa miu 3acyxu. OHa CIIuIII-
KOM Majla M He paccumTana Bce, Kak Hano. Ilociie cMeptu Typhl y Hee
HET IIaHCOB BbIXUTh B JIECY OJHOIA.

— Cypu? — oxnmkHya 1eBodky Ilepcedona. — S 661 Ha TBOEM Me-
CTe TI0Ka He CTajla HUKOMY pacCcKa3bIBaThb IIPO CMEPTHU.

HeBouka 006epHyIach, IPOBEAS PYKOI ITO TpeM 3UMHUM KOJIOHHAM.

— ITouemy?

— Jlronmn He noiimyT. [TomymaloT, 4TO ThI JIKEIIb.

— 4 He nry!

IlepcedoHa B3moxHyma. Yopsimasi A€BYOHKA.
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Cypu cnienana ele HeCKOJIbKO 11aroB K IBEpU, OCTAHOBUJIACH U CHO-
Ba 00EepHYJIACH.

— 4 He Typa, HO YyBCTBYIO: IpsIIeT YTO-TO yxKacHoe. Haima enuH-
CTBEHHAasl HaJeXJa — y3HaTb, YTO CKAXYT NepeBbs. Kau nucTbeB, ro-
CTIOXa, XU JIUCTHEB. ..

U Tyt cHOBa Mpo3ByYas por.

&

Ilepcedona ToHsIa, YTO CAYYMIOCH CTPAITHOE, €IBa MepecTyITna
nopor. Paborasiiue B cany Joau modpocaiu MOThiru. bpates Kuiu-
aH CIyCTWJIUCH C KPBILIU, OCTATbHbIE OPOCUINCH K BOPOTaM WJI Tora-
JAJIV Ha KOJICHM, PhIasl.

CJI0BHO yBUIEB XJIBIHYBILIMI Ha T0Jie YepHBIA JI1BeHb, [1epcedoHa
MPUTOTOBUIIACH K Mpubamxkarouieiics oype. OHa nepexusia ux Hemalo.
OHa roMoraya MyxXy yIpaB/isTh KJIaHOM B TeueHue aBaaiaru jer. OHa
He AporHyna nepen Josroit 3uMoit 1 mocjief0BaBIIMM 3a Heil Benukum
rojonoM. OHa noTepsijia MepBoOro chiHa MpU poaax, BTOPOro m3-3a 60-
JIE3HU U COBCEM HEIaBHO IMOCJEIHETO, KOTOPBIN eiBa yCIes MOB3pOC-
JieTb. MaHH ObUI CJIaBHBIM IOHOIIIEH, 0OMHAKO OOTM HE CMOTJIM €T0 3alllu-
TUTb. YTO OBl HY XJAJI0 €€ 32 BOPOTaMU, OHA BBIAECPKUT 3TO UCIIbITAHVE
TaK e, Kak 1 Bce ocTanibHble. OHa 00s13aHa. Eciiu He paau cebs, To panu
CBOEro Hapoja.

O0e cTBOPKM BOPOT paclaxHyJIUCh, HO 0030p 3aCJIOHUIN HaXJIbIHYB-
e moau. HekoTopble BckapaOKauch Ha JISCTHUIIBI U BaJl, ThIua MaJib-
1amu 3a cteHy. [lepcedona BblllIa Ha KPbUIbIIO, U TOJITIa HAKOHEL pac-
CTYIUJIACH.

Bepnyiicst oTpsim OXOTHMKOB. YX0ImiIo BoceMb MyxkunH. Hazanm mpn-
110 mecTb. OOUH Ha LIUTE...

Pariana BHecu B BOpoTa — IO JBOE MY>XYMH C KaXIOW CTOPOHBI
mwuta, KonHurep Bo 1i1aBe mporeccun. Pykas ero pydaxu OBIT OTOpBaH
U 00BsI3aH BOKPYT TOJIOBBI, COOKY pacIIbIBaIOCh KpacHOE MSITHO. DI-
Jiep, obJanaTesb 30pKUX IJ1a3, BEPHYJICS JUIIb C ONHUM. Y X3rHepa BMe-
CTO MpaBoOi pyku OoaTasiach KpoBaBast KyJbTs.

IlepcedoHa He cTajia CIycKaThesl ¢ Kpbuiblia. YepHEBI TMBEHb Ha-
KpPBLI €€, UATH JaJibliie He ObLIO CMBbICIIA.

Boubliie Bcero nmotpsicia He cMePTh MyXa, a 10 6011 3HaKoMas clie-
Ha. [lepcedoHe mokazanock, YTO OHaA COlLIA C yMa U MePeXXUBaeT COObI-
THS TPEXIHEBHOM N1aBHOCTH, KOT/a B 1aJIIb TpUHeCaU ee cbiHa. OH ToxXe
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OTITPaBWJICSI HA OXOTY M TOXE BepHYyJIcs Ha mmTe. OHa TOMHWJIA, YTO
CTOSIJIa Ha TOM XK€ CaMOM MECTEe B TO K€ CaMO€ BPEeMSI CYTOK.

Ho teneps Bce nHaye.

Korma morn6 ManH, psiooM ¢ Heli 6611 MyK. OH gepxkal ee 3a pyKy,
M OJarogapsi €ro Cujie OHa ycTosuia Ha Horax. OT Hero MCXOIVUTY BOJHEI
SIPOCTH, MaJIbIIBI 10 OOJIM CXXMMAJIU ee KUCTh. Ha crenytommii geHp Pa-
[JIaH YIIeJI MCTUTh...

Hecime mut npubaM3uaInch K KpbUIbIly. MpadyHble JTUIa CMOTPEIN
B 3eMJT10. JIMIIIb OMMH OCMETUJICS MOAHSTh B3MJISIA. 3a MpoLeccueil CoM-
KHYJ1ach TOJIMA.

— M1 Bo3BpaiiaeMm Tebe TBoero Myxa, — o0bsiBuI KoHHMrep. —
Parnan u3 poma MonT, Boxnb Jamis-PaHa, man ceronHs B OUTBe.

Tomma nputnxna. Han IMepcedoHoii 3axionany Ha BETpy CTITH Kia-
Ha. OHa noyrKHA OblIa IIPUHATH CMEPTH MyKa Tak Xe, KaK Parman mpu-
HSIJI CMEpTh UX ChIHA. Pariian mepkajcs ¢ JOCTOMHCTBOM U OHUMAaHU-
€M, MOJI4a CMUHas B pyKe ee Imaybiibl. [lepcedoHe HeKoro ObLIO IepKaTh
3a PyKy, M OHa HMKaK He MOIJIa OCO3HaTh IIPOM3OIIIC/IIIee.

BMmecTo aTOrO OHa Cripocuia:

— A 410 ¢ MenBenem?

Konnurep pacrepsiics. OH momymai, IIPUKOCHYJICS K OKPOBaBJICH-
HOW TTOBS3KE...

— O10 He MeaBenb. CylliecTBO, Ha KOTOPOE MbI OXOTHIMCh, OKa3a-
JIoCh TeMOHOM. YeJIoBeKy ero He O/10JIeTh!



